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Inter-Residence Council General Assembly Minutes 
For  

Monday, March 10, 2008 

Funded by Mandatory Student Activity Fees and the Student Association 

 

 

Chair: 

Vinita Mishra 

SAIRC 

Monday: 1:30-3:00 

Tuesday: 11:30-1:00 

Wednesday: 1:30-3:30 

Thursday: 11:30-1:00, 

2:00-3:00 

 

 

Office Phone: 

5854 

Programming 

Coordinator: 

Danielle Forrest 

DHF1 

 

Tuesday: 1:00-2:00 

Vice Chair: 

Sarah Murtaza 

SM10 

 

Monday: 10:30-11:30 

 

NCC: Matthew 

Thackston 

MJT8 

Tuesday & Thursday: 

11:00-12:00 

Wednesday: 12:00-1:00 

Secretary: 

Katelyn Conway 

KLC10 

Monday: 2:00-3:00 

Tuesday & Thursday: 

11:30- 12:30 

 

 

 

IRC Office located in 

Monroe 29 

NCC: 

Jessica Resnick 

JAS 44 

Tuesday & Thursday: 

11:00-12:00 

Wednesday: 12:00-1:00 

 

Treasurer: 

Sam Forlenza 

STF3 

 

Monday: 10:30-11:30 

Tuesday & Thursday: 

3:30-4:00 

Wednesday: 1:30-2:30 

 

Advisor: Allison Moesel 

moesel@geneseo.edu 

Ex Officio: Thomas Johns  

NRHH President 

TEJ1 

CRC: 

Daniel DeHollander 

DHD1 

Tuesday & Thursday: 

11:30-12:30 

 Ex-Officio: Sam Speed 

RBD 

SJS18 

Minutes # 19 

 

Call to Order: 7:01pm 

  
Attendance: 31 of 31 

Also Present: Patrick Fitzpatrick, Nikki Lynn, Nick Guy, Amanda Dermady, Chad Salitan, Dean 

McGee, Ralph Carrasquillo 
   

Approval of the Agenda: 29 of 31 

Tim Bojanowski: I would like to amend Alleganyôs reading, item #40-0708.  The date should be 
April 28, 2008.  

Mark  Sperrazza: Ontario hall would like to retract todayôs reading, item #41-0708.  The proper 

forms were not filled out, so we will resubmit it later. 

 
Approval of the Minutes: 29 of 31 

 

Reports: 
Vinita Mishra : I want to thank everybody who helped with the conference.  We have shown how 

much we appreciate the help from the staff and the volunteers, but also a really big thank you to 

Ralph Carrasquillo and Dr. Bonfiglio for taking time out to come and speak.  It was very much 
appreciated. 

Sarah Murtaza: I attended the CRT meeting.  I contacted CAS to give them logistics about the 

end-of-year banquet.  I am working on a continuation of Danny Dôs Dance party for the end-of-
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year banquet, so if you are interested in dancing, please sign up tonight and I will send you more 

information. 
Katelyn Conway: I finished the newsletter with the help of the Public Relations Committee.  I 

attended the SA meeting on Wednesday.  Moosebook was this weekend and it was amazing! 

Sam Forlenza: I attended Governor Spitzer's speech on Wednesday and Moosebook this 

weekend. 
Matthew Thackston: I attended the Mini No-Frills conference this weekend where I worked 

with Jess in the boardroom to pass legislation and vote on bids!  I also worked as the 

Transportation chair and had a wonderful time driving students around!  I worked with Jess to get 
ready for the conference making our giveaways and everything. 

Jessica Resnick: This week was very busy and filled with conference preparations. This weekend 

I attended Mini No-Frills and experienced my first boardroom which was amazing! 
Danielle Forrest: Moosebook was this weekend!  The Programming Committee met today to 

talk about the campus-wide program. 

Daniel DeHollander: I put a lot of time into looking into shirts for Legends of the Hidden 

Temple.  I hosted CRT last Wednesday as well as sent a lot of reminder emails to your Hall 
Council Presidents.  I sent the CRT schedule to your Presidents for the rest of the year.  I attended 

the Mini No-Frills Conference! 

Allison Moesel: A big thank you and congratulations to everyone involved with the NEACURH 
conference this weekend.  This includes the Conference Staff, all of the volunteers and especially 

Sam Speed.  Your hard work really paid off!  

Thomas Johns: I attended the conference this past weekend and it was a lot of fun.  We had an 
NRHH general assembly meeting where we talked about Pay-It-Forward week and the giveaways 

for the NRHH boardroom at the conference. 

Sam Speed: The conference was this weekend and it was more than incredible.  I am so happy 

with the way everything turned out and I could not have asked for anything better.  Thank you to 
all of the wonderful members of conference staff and to all of the volunteers.  This would not 

have been the same without you. 

 

Open Reports:  
Mary  Rosch: I attended the Race and Culture Teach In yesterday evening and it was informative 

and good to hear what other people are thinking about what is going on on campus. 

Allison: I wanted to congratulate Bethan who put so much work into the focus project for the 
conference.  She helped raise over $4,000.00 for the American Cancer Society. 

 

Announcements: 
Vinita Mishra:  I will be meeting with the Parking Committee, so please bring any concerns you 

have to me before the meeting ends.  Please, enjoy your Spring Break! 

Sarah Murtaza: I will be putting together possible templates/designs of invitations of the end-of-
year banquet. 

Katelyn Conway: I will be attending the SA meeting on Wednesday.  I will be talking to Sam 

about doing a budget realignment for promotional items.  Have a fantastic break! 

Sam Forlenza: If you are planning programs, remember that we are not meeting next week, so 
take that into consideration.  Readings for Monday, March 24 are due this Thursday at noon.  

Have a good Spring Break! 

Matthew Thackston: I will be working on the event report with Jess as well as my conference 
staff wrap up.  I will be arranging for Adelphi to go to the airport Wednesday.  I will be working 

with Jess to register people for nationals. 

Jessica Resnick: Matt and I will be writing our end of event report. I will be writing my wrap-up 
report for conference staff. We will also begin talking about who is going to Nationals and how 

we are going to get there. 
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Danielle Forrest: I will continue working on stuff for Siblings Weekend. 

Daniel DeHollander: I will be sending a task/activity to all of your Presidents.  If you would like 
to help us come up with ways to do Legends of the Hidden Temple activities at Geneseo, please 

see me after the meeting.  The next CRT meeting is Wednesday, March 26 in Sturges 111 (I 

previously told your Presidents 113, but we will be in 111). 

Allison Moesel: The Residence Halls will be closing for Spring Break on Saturday, March 15, at 
10:00am and will reopen on Sunday, March 23, at 10:00am.  Please let your Hall Councils know 

and do not forget to bring home any medications you need, your ID card and room key.  Enjoy 

your time off!  Also, Housing Deposits are due on Friday, March 28, by 4:00pm. 
Thomas Johns: There is a new OTM category that directly affects each of you.  The category is 

Hall Council of the month. There is more information to come on the specifics.  Also, Pay-it-

Forward week is coming up very soon.  If any of you would like to get involved, please let me 
know as soon as possible. 

Sam Speed: I will be waiting for the staff submissions of the wrap-up report to send in to the 

RBD.  Have a great spring break! 

 

Open Announcements:  
Christina Miller: I know last week, I asked about professors for Livingstonôs Mental Health 

Panel, but I wanted to announce it again.  It will be April 16, and if you have any other 
suggestions on people who would be willing to speak, both students and professors, that would be 

great. 

Mary : Steuben is in the midst of a competition.  We have two people working together to hide 
different color shamrocks, and each color is worth a different amount of points.  We are going to 

be having a program to culminate the competition to see who wins. 

Nick Guy: Hi, I am Nick Guy.  I am the chair person of Activities Commission.  I just wanted to 

let you know about a few programs that we have coming up.  This Thursday at 7:00pm in 
Wadsworth Auditorium, some of the people from I Love New York 2 will be here for a program 

called Singled Out.  Also, the spring concert was announced and it is Brand New.  The opener 

will be announced soon, and it is a band that a lot of you will know. 
 

Treasurerôs Time:  
 RC Drawing Fund: $4033.11> > > $3520.18> > > $2,464.18 

 Wellness Drawing Fund:  $1,500.00> > > $1,500.00> > > $1500.00 
 

Bad Financial Standing:  

 Erie, week 3 of 4 
 Putnam, week 1 of 2 

 

Ingrid Rosalind Carrasquillo Award:  
Vinita : Last week, she went to Bas. 

Bas Dekker: Yes, I am sorry I was not here last week.  She had fun.  Since I am from Holland, I 

thought it would be fun to add a little Dutch culture to her.  This is the Dutch national flag, and I 

attached the lyrics to the Dutch national anthem. 
Vinita : This week, I think that we can all agree that there has been a lot of build up for this one.  

Ingrid is going to spend the week with Sam Speed and the entire conference staff, which means 

that you get her for Spring Break as well.  In all seriousness, Sam has done an excellent job 
chairing this conference.  Everything went flawlessly this weekend, and we really appreciate 

everything that she has done and delegated to other people and it was truly fantastic. 

 

Old Business:   

Item #39-0708: 
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Katie LeFevre: We were here last week, so you know the basic idea of the program.  We will 

talk about the t-shirts first this time.  As part of Pay It Forward week, we decided that we wanted 
to donate a part of the money from the t-shirts to Relay For Life.  We are asking that a portion of 

the shirts be funded by IRC.  We plan to donate $1.25 per shirt to Relay For Life.  We will  

hopefully be getting $2.75 from IRC and the students will be paying $4.00 per shirt.  We went 

through Special Tôs and got a 20% discount from the campus advantage booklet and RA 
discounts, and we have a lot of people excited about it. 

Patrick Fitzpatric k: We checked all of the prices from all of the local stores, and from what we 

saw, we are getting a good deal on these t-shirts.  So the party, we have all of these ñPò words.  
We will have people picking up their shirts.  That will be the main draw for people to come to the 

party.  It is hard to get people out to programs in the townhouses, so this will be an incentive.  

There will be poker that is donated by Lateknight.  We will be painting the windows in the great 
room.  We will be letting people make paper plate awards.  I suggest doing them in your Hall 

Councils, they are fun.  We will have ping pong donated by Onondaga.  We will have 3 sheet 

pizzas from Wegmanôs because they were the cheapest and it is delicious, and we will be getting 

soda pop.  In order to keep the earth greener, we are getting 2 liter bottles as opposed to cans, and 
we are having people bring their own cups so there is no waste.  As far as advertising, we are 

excited about the balloon popping one.  We are putting invitations inside blown up balloons with 

a note that says pop me and giving one to every townhouse.  We are putting up posters with the 
proper logos throughout the Terrace, and we will be going door to door to get t-shirt orders and 

promote the party. 

Eleanor Carmeli: I really respect your idea of bringing your own cups.  In terms of advertising, 
how do you plan on picking up the residue from the balloons? 

Katie: They should bring them inside before they pop them, but we will ask people to throw them 

away afterwards. 

Laura Bugaj: Would you say that the t-shirts are a primary way to Pay It Forward to the 
residents? 

Katie: Yes, I would.  I know it was asked last week if they were a vital part of the program, and I 

think they are the biggest draw for our residents.  Last yearôs t-shirts were a big hit and I think 
that these will be even better.  Also, for Relay For Life, our chair has had trouble getting 

donations, so this will help her out. 

Christina : You said that the shirts are a way to Pay It Forward to your residents, but they are still 

paying for them, so how does that work? 
Patrick : It is a discounted rate for them.  They are only $4. 

Eleanor: I think somebody mentioned pre-ordering last week, did you do that? 

Katie: We discussed it, and we were going to go door to door, but we wanted to wait to find out 
about funding before we gave people a price.  We already have people interested and we have a 

lot of time before the party still. 

~Katie and Patrick leave 
Will  Brotherton : Once again, I would like to say that I think it is a great program because 

everything that they make is going to Relay for Life and I think that they will have a great turn 

out and I hope it gets approved. 

Melissa: I call to question. 
~Joey seconds 

~Motion passes 

Reading passes 26-2-2 
 

New Business:   

Item #40-0708: 
Melissa Kaye: I have never done a reading before, so I am a little nervous.  Our Hall Council is 

really excited about taking a trip to Buffalo for laser tag.  We have people who have been to both, 
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and they said this one is better.  There are a lot of people in our Hall who are very excited about 

this program.  We are asking IRC to fund the admission charge so that people can go for free.  
The fee covers 1 hour of laser tag, unlimited drinks, pizza or a hot dog, a group photo and a 

bunch of other stuff.  We are trying to work with Upstate Escapes, so hopefully they will fund 

part of it, but if they do not, we will work with Hall Council to cover the extra cost.  Since it will 

be Upstate Escapes, it will be open to everyone.  Since it is April 19, it will be before finals, but 
not too close. 

Joey Sinchak: Have you already had people sign up? 

Melissa: No, but we have 15 people on our Hall Council who are very excited, and there are other 
people both in our Hall and in other Halls who are excited.  There are people showing interest. 

Joey: When it comes time for people to sign up, will it be an equal opportunity for everyone? 

Melissa: Yes, sign up would start at a specific time and it would be on a first come, first serve 
basis. 

Chr istina: Had you considered having people who are going pay part of the admission to create a 

sense of accountability? 

Melissa: We did consider it, but we decided that since it was so close to the end of the year, we 
would go for full funding. 

Mark : Is it available to only Allegany residents? 

Melissa: No, it is open to everyone. 
Mary : Are you travelling by car? 

Melissa: No, we are planning on taking a bus. 

Mary : I do not know how much the bus costs, but for other programs, it has been $1-$2 per 
person just for the bus. 

Melissa; I have not talked to anyone about that yet. I f illed out the form and am waiting for 

someone to get back to me. 

Will : Since it is open to everyone, how do you plan on telling people about it? 
Melissa: We would send something to the Whatsup list serve, and since it will hopefully be 

funded by Upstate Escapes, we will put posters in the Union. 

Will : Since there is only room for 44 people, it will be a hassle to open it up to the entire campus. 
Melissa: The bus holds 44 people and we did not want to get a second bus and not be able to get 

88 people sign up, so we made that the cut off. 

Amanda Greene: If Upstate Escapes does not fund the bus, will it still be open to everyone? 

Melissa: Yes, if they had already signed up, then they could still go. 
Amanda Kurtis : If this is only open to 44 people throughout the entire campus, that is a very 

small percentage of students.  Have you considered having people pay half of the admission price 

and taking 2 buses? 
Melissa: We will consider that. 

James Clark: What happens if you do not get the Upstate Escapes grant? 

Melissa: We would have to work it out with the Hall Council. 
~Melissa leaves 

Will : I think it is a good idea, but I think there are still too many ñI donôt knowsò and ñmaybesò 

and ñwhat ifsò that they need to hammer out before we fund it.  They need to get a bit more 

information. 
Vinita : That is why we have a 2 week reading process, so any questions you may have, feel free 

to ask her to answer them for next week. 

Christina : As far as the questions go, is there any way we can give her questions at the end of 
this first voting session to get things together for next week? 

Vinita : Absolutely.  If you can let me know, I can write them down and relay them to her when 

she comes back in. 
Christina : There was a concern over the transportation if Upstate Escapes did not follow 

through. 
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Will : They are asking for $24 per person, so if the person was willing to cover half of that so that 

it would be $12, I think that they would still get 44 people to go, but it will decrease the number 
of people who sign up and allow the people who really want to go get there. 

Vinita : Please make sure you are discussing the quality of the program.  Judge it on what we are 

given. 

Christina : A way to enhance the quality of the program could be to make the residents more 
invested in the program by paying an admission charge. 

Amanda Greene: I think the possibility of opening it up to more people would increase the 

quality of it, because we have a fairly large campus and to only allow 44 people to go would 
exclude a lot of students. 

Amanda Kurtis : She was saying that there are already at least 15 people from Allegany have 

expressed interest, so I do not know if that makes it a quality program for the entire campus if 
half of the people are from Allegany. 

Vinita : She addressed some of these concerns in her presentation.  She said that the sign up 

would be done on a first come, first serve basis. 

Christina : She said it would be advertised in the whatsup emails, as well as on posters in the 
Union. 

Vinita : Please listen to the speaker when they present to be fair to the Hall Council who put a lot 

of work into this. 
Mary : My concern with this is that I do not know if IRC is the right avenue for it.  It does not 

seem like it is a Residence Hall program, and I think that we support combining things, but I 

would think that maybe there would be more appropriate avenues for this program. 
Christina : As far as this goes, since it is a Hall Council program, IRC is an appropriate venue.  

There was a discussion about finding other venues for funding last semester, and I am sure that 

about half of the people in this room might not be aware of that.  Essentially, Upstate Escapes and 

IRC are the only venues for funding programs like this. 
Joey: I think that this is a very good program, and this is a perfect way of funding it.  She 

mentioned that this might be an over-ambitious amount that they are requesting, but they just 

wanted to try it to see how it worked.  We want to see that people want to go, and they seem to be 
excited about it, so as far as quality, I think they have it, but as far as the money, I think people 

should have to put something into it and I think they realize that as well. 

Rahul Singh: I call to question. 

~Dissent 
James: I am from the Buffalo area, so I know the area and think they will have a great time.  The 

part that I have a problem with is that we are funding 78%.  Upstate Escapes is funding the rest, 

and people going are not paying anything. 
Laura : I just want to mention with the worry that IRC is not the right avenue for this, I think that 

this is something that we should promote more so that Halls can collaborate. 

Nick: From my experience with IRC in the past, and with this reading, I wonder if there are 
problems with the constitutionality of the double-dipping of funding. 

Vinita : That is something that the IRC has looked at and addressed in the past. 

Tim : I was going to respond to our fellow Buffalo person.  This would be sponsored by SA, 

which is made up of mandatory student activities fees, so technically, they are not really getting a 
free ride because it is being paid for by those fees. 

Christina : I think it sounds like, essentially, we feel like this is a quality program, and I think that 

we should give Melissa the next week to think about these things and come back next week.  If 
there is no dissent, I would like to call to question. 

~Will seconds 

~Dissent 
Laura : Maybe as a way to make sure that it is a quality program, I have no doubt that they can 

generate interest and accountability, but maybe they could take a poll to see who would still go if 
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the price was $24 to see what true interest is.  I would like to see if people would still go on the 

trip without IRC funding. 
Vinita : You should always be prepared to fund a program with or without funding. 

Mary : Just a suggestion for Melissa, maybe her Hall Council could look into other avenues for 

funding such as AAC, Lateknight and other Residence Halls to see if anyone else is interested in 

supporting the program. 
Joey: I do not know if I am allowed to say this, but this is a very important program and it 

deserves a lot of our attention, so try not to be distressed about the dissent.  I believe that this is a 

very good program, but I do not think that we should pass it right now because they have a lot of 
time to resubmit it and it would show their dedication to see if they work things out and address 

the issues that people seem to have. 

Mary : Just along those lines, I would suggest that we do pass this because the 2 week reading is 
designed for that exact reason.  They can change it completely before next week, so if we think 

this could be a good program with more information, I think we should pass it.  Also, keep in 

mind that spring week is next week, so that makes timing difficult. 

Reading passes 21-9-0 
 

Vinita : Melissa, your reading passed, but there are a few questions that people had.  There was a 

concern over transportation and cost, so if you could get the exact cost and bring that back to us.  
Addressing the overall quality, have you thought about increasing the responsibility of the Hall 

Council by having them fund part of it? 

Melissa: We will discuss that and come back next week. 
 

Candidate Speeches:  
Vinita : We now move into the portion of the meeting where Student Association Candidates will 

give their speeches.  They will have 3 minutes to give a speech and then there will be an 
unlimited question and answer period. 

 

Dean McGee ï Vice President 
Dean McGee: I would like to begin by going over some of my qualifications.  I began as an 

uninvolved student my freshman year.  I got more involved my sophomore year after I realized 

all of the opportunities that were available.  I am currently the President of German Club and 

Treasurer/President-Elect of Model UN.  I have participated in Deliberative dialogs on Campus 
Climate at President Dahl's House.  I work for the Geneseo Foundation as a "development 

assistant" raising money for the school.   

I would also like to go over some of my goals.  For the Student Senate, I would aim to appoint 
outspoken, involved students as senators.  It is very important to work with the administration to 

advocate for student issues. 

One of the duties of VP is to work with the Club Sports Association.  I would work to meet the 
needs of Club Sports, because they are an important outlet for athletes who are not on varsity 

teams. 

Another duty of the Vice-President is to go on lobbying trips to Albany for SUNY and for 

Geneseo.  I would argue Geneseo's excellence as an honors college among the SUNY schools. 
There are a number of specific things that I would like to work on next year.  Issues such as 

parking, campus climate and proper facilities for the amount of students that we have on campus 

are important issues to address for next year. 
Mary : I know you mentioned this, but the senate is having problems getting senators.  Do you 

have plans forgetting more senators? 

Dean: I think that there needs to be more awareness in general.  The fact that the only contested 
position is Vice-President is a problem.  My goal is to achieve more awareness.  It is a paid 

position and that needs to be known.  You are electing someone to do a job for you. In terms of 
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the senate, I would publicize the positions available so that I would be able to find the qualified 

people.  The article in the Lamron focused on coming from the Professors, not the students.  Jarah 
talked about it and she did a good job getting her senators. 

Will : Do you have any other general goals that you want to accomplish as Vice-President? 

Dean: The first thing I mentioned is promoting Student Association and letting students know 

what the Inter-Residence Council and Student Association are and what we do.  Promoting that in 
general would be a good goal.  Also, I would like to work on getting more outspoken senators.  I 

would like to establish a more direct dialogue between SA and the President of the college to 

discuss things like concerns about race and culture.  President Dahl has hosted them at his house, 
but the Student Association should do the same thing.  I want to directly connect with the student 

population. 

Mark : What is your class and major? 
Dean: I am a junior, political science major. 

Christina : What would you say is your primary objective vision? 

Dean: To create a Student Association where students feel comfortable bringing their concerns 

directly to the student government so they could bring the concerns right to the people who make 
the decisions.  It would take a lot of hours but I am willing to put in the time because it is a job 

and I would treat it as such. 

Tom: Do you get paid or are you saying if you got paid? 
Dean: There is stipend for this position, which I just found out.  I think that people should be 

aware of that.  It places more accountability on SA. 

Eleanor: Are there any other obvious responsibilities of Vice-President? 
Dean: Yes.  I would also be perhaps called up to represent the college at lobbying meetings in 

Albany.  Club Sports has a representative, but the Vice-President is the liaison between Club 

Sports and the SA Executive Committee.  Club Sports are an important part of the school, and I 

want to see if we can expand club sports and the teams. 
Rahul: Are Club Sports funded by SA? 

Dean: Yes. 

Eleanor: You mentioned lobbying meetings in Albany.  Do you have a more specific agenda? 
Dean: The agenda I would bring is that I truly feel the school is the best in the SUNY system and 

it deserves special recognition.  It is becoming clear in the numbers, and the more it can be 

brought to the attention the better.  President Dahl brought Governor Spitzer here.  Geneseo is the 

best school in the system and it needs to be known. 
Christina : What about issues such as more mental health professionals on campus?  Do you have 

control over the issues you bring to the meeting?  Is there an alliance between you and the 

President, or can you bring your own issues? 
Dean: I think anyone in the Student Association is allowed to bring their own issues on anything 

important to them.  The two Executive Committee spots have the most direct access to the 

president of the college and the provost.  The Vice-President sits on the Executive Committee of 
the college senate which is the top people.  In terms of specific things, I think our school deserves 

more funding.  Where that goes is not up to me, but I would want to hear their position as to 

where funding should go because we pay for the school and we need a say.  Everyone that pays 

the $85 dollars should know what happens with their money and feel free to bring issues to the 
SA Executive Committee and I want to promote that. 

Tim : What brick in a wall would you be, one at the top, one in the middle or one on the bottom? 

Dean: I would be one on the bottom keeping it all together. 
 

Chad Salitan ïVice President 

Chad Salitan: Hi, my name is Chad Salitan.  I am a junior and I am studying Economics and 
International Relations.  I am currently the SA Director of Public Relations.  Also this year, I am 

currently serving on several College-Wide Committees including the Research and Travel Grants 
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Committee, Scholarship Committee, Teaching & Learning Center Committee, and the 

Transportation Advisory Committee.  Just to give you an idea of my other experience, I was on 
Activities Commission, a standing committee of SA, last year.  I am also a GOLD Mentor and I 

founded the American Red Cross Club in 2006. 

I would like to discuss some of the success I have had so far on SA.  I think I have successfully 

ensured good use of studentsô money.  I am on the Research and Travel Grants Committee, which 
is the group that approves studentsô grant requests.  There was a request that came in, and I 

cannot give details out about it, but it was ridiculous in so many ways.  The Committee is very 

prone to approving all the grants, so it was a real struggle to fight it.  I was up against a lot of 
college staff and faculty, but in the end, I saved thousands of dollars of student money. 

One of the current SA administrationôs goals was the release of a Course Book List.  This would 

mean professors would let all their students know in the summer what books would be required 
for their course in the Fall.  This would allow students to buy their books online, ultimately 

reducing how much they have to spend on books.  I followed up on this and spoke with Dean 

McKeever in the Provostôs office, who I have spoken with on other occasions regarding studentsô 

complaints and Sundance.  I found out what kind of obstacle SA met when trying to get a book 
list.  This is public information, but it is not very well known.  The College Administration, 

through its contract with Sundance, is obliged to never in any way participate in the publication 

of a book list.  What we need to do is ensure this provision does not happen in the next contract.  
Right now, we are in the middle of the current contractôs duration, as it is renewed every few 

years.  What I want to do is continue my dialogue with the Provostôs office and maintain the 

amicable relationship, so that when it is time to present the student bodyôs concerns in a formal 
way, I have this positive pre-existing relationship.  What I want to do is start a grassroots effort, 

spend some time to write a drawn-out petition, and then making a significant effort to get as many 

studentsô signatures on it as possible by going to clubs, table-sitting in the union with cookies, 

bringing it to meetings, or whatever else I can do.  I have many ideas on how to actually 
accomplish this. 

I have also spent a lot of time learning how SA works.  I have gone to at least one of nearly every 

funded clubôs meeting.  I have spent a lot of time learning Financial Policy and our other official 
documents.  I have also learned about SA finances and investment policy, not because it would 

help me in my duties as DPR, but because I am dedicated to the organization as whole. 

I have several goals for next year, which I probably will not have time to discuss, but if someone 

wants to ask me, I would be happy to share. 
Joey: What are some of your goals? 

Chad: This semester, I spent a lot of time probing the students to find out what they want in 

terms of services.  I have collected information from 300 students about what they want from SA.  
I will complete it this year, but there is not a lot of time remaining, so one goal is implement them 

next year.  We need enthusiastic students for senators.  The Vice-President is the chair of the 

Stipend Review Committee.  They are given to several people, including all standing committees.  
My goal is to reevaluation the philosophy behind stipends because we have had a lot of questions 

about them such as do the people who are getting them deserve them and are they in the proper 

amounts?  There were a lot of changes last year. The Vice-President needs to have a role with 

club sports and be at ever Club Sports Association meeting and work closely with the President. I 
have had rugby players tell me their field is no good and things like that need to be addressed. 

Will : You were talking about a book list and contracts with Sundance. Can you elaborate on that? 

Chad: The philosophy that we had was to have the faculty send the book list to the students in 
their courses.  This way, students would have advance time to buy their books online if they 

wanted to. The contract says that the college cannot support book lists.  The contract needs to be 

renewed every few years, so the students can make it heard how important it is to them and I will 
use the relationships I have developed to make that happen. 

Will : When is it done? 
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Chad: I do not know.  I will look it up.  It is not 10 years or anything like that. 

Mary : Having already been on the SA Executive Committee for a year, why did you decide to 
run for Vice-President? 

Chad: I have always wanted to work with the Student Senate.  I gravitated towards Student 

Government aspects, and now I want to stay with SA, but I can try to fulfill my dream of doing 

both where my SA position has a lot to do with senate in general.  The Vice-President has so 
much to do with senate. 

Melissa: What are services people are interested in according to the survey? 

Chad: There were some strange ones, but some were more common.  Free massages were a 
popular choice.  People also want the roommate search that is currently in Shrader Hall to be 

online.  It would be used more and it would be more effective.  I think that would be a great 

service.  It would greatly help the student body 
Christina : Have you been involved in smaller clubs too? 

Chad: I was President of the International Relations club.  That is a small club, but it is growing 

now.  I am also the founder and President of the Red Cross Club.  It is not huge, but we have had 

a lot of success with matching people with volunteer opportunities.  I do have a bit of experience 
because I have been doing it for 2 years now. 

Tim : If you were a body of water, would you be a river, a lake or a sea? 

Chad: I am going to go with river because they never stops moving and working. 
 

Danielle Forrest ï President 

Danielle Forrest: Hello everyone, my name is Danielle Forrest and I am running for Student 
Association President.  I would like to break my speech into three main sections; first, I will tell 

you about myself, second, about my qualifications for the position, and third, I will tell you about 

my specific goals for the position and for SA next year.   

I am a Junior this year, majoring in Communicative Disorders and Sciences, with a minor in 
Psychology.  I am a very organized and responsible person, and I am very passionate about 

everything that I choose to do.   

My qualifications include 2 years as a Resident Assistant in which I worked for my residents to 
promote community and help ensure their safety.  As the Senior Resident Assistant in my hall this 

year, I also advise Hall Council, and am able to facilitate 1 staff meeting a month.  For the past 2 

summers, I have been employed as an Orientation Advisor for the college.  This has not only 

expanded my knowledge of the campus, but also, I have had the pleasure of welcoming over 
2,000 new students to campus.  My experience that is more specific to Student Association 

includes almost 2 ½ years serving as the Scheduling Tech Director for Student Associationôs 

Technical Service.  I supervise the crew, and work to provide quality tech services to student 
clubs and organizations, as well as the faculty and staff of the college.  I also have experience 

with Inter-Residence Council, both as a rep and as the current Programming Coordinator.  This 

has further familiarized me with the way SA works.  I have also served on several search 
committees, and attended regional networking conferences.  I am very familiar with SA meetings, 

and have been in attendance at nearly all of the SA meetings this semester, as well as quite a few 

in the past 3 years at Geneseo.   

My primary goals, if elected, are all in the interest of Geneseo students.  I would like to advocate 
for Students by improving current SA services, and creating new ones based on a survey taken 

this spring.  I also plan to advocate for students interests at the SUNY Assembly, as well as 

lobbying events in Albany. 
Mary : Could you finish your goals? 

Danielle: I would make sure, with the approval of SA, to appoint the most qualified and 

dedicated students to college committees.  I want to make sure those are dedicated and hard 
working people.  Also, I think it is important that I am an approachable person so students can 

talk to me about their concerns and I can bring them to the college administration, including the 
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Provost, President, Vice-President and CAS Board of Directors. Those are my main goals for 

next year. 
Christina : How would you improve the transparency of SA from a financial standpoint or from 

jobs? 

Danielle: I would accomplish that through publicity and being approachable.  I would work with 

the Director of Public Relations to make SA appealing to people, not just a stamp on flyers.  
Being approachable is important so that students can come to us with their concerns.  Word of 

mouth is important as well.  If I address a concern in a timely fashion, people will share that with 

others.  If I am personal with others and make sure they know the Executive Committee is here 
for them, it will improve SAôs image. 

Mary : Prior students running for SA wanted some of the same things you want, and some of 

those things happened, but not all of them did.  Do you have specific ideas of how to make them 
happen? 

Danielle: I am still developing ideas, but I think being personal and letting them know that we are 

here for them and working with the person in charge of PR to put on events that get SAôs name 

out there.  Not really lobbying for SA, but for the students, and making sure that they are aware of 
services.  Personal contact, word of mouth and publicity are important 

Deborah Bertlesman: Certain students have voiced a concern about uneven distribution of SA 

funds.  With the possibility of new funding, have you thought about that? 
Danielle: I have not really thought about that, as we have not received it yet.  I do not like to 

count my money before I have it.  I do not like to work with things I do not have.  I definitely 

think it is a good aspiration to make good use of the funding we may or may not receive. 
Tim : If you could go back in time and meet any of the following historical figures, would you 

meet Ghandi, Nelson Mandela or Abraham Lincoln? 

Danielle: I think I would meet Abraham Lincoln because he had an idea that not many people 

liked or agreed with, but he stood by it because it was for the better of the country.   Even if there 
is an idea the administration and some students do not like, I would stand firm for what I believe 

that the students need and I think I would be able to stand firm and keep moving until I reach my 

goal. 
Shane Melvin : There has been concern that members of SA on CAS do not represent average 

Geneseo student. How would you work to increase student representation? 

Danielle: I would definitely try to pick student living on campus because they are the ones who 

eat on campus regularly.  I would also try to pick students who have had a lot of concerns with 
the way CAS is run and the food they have.  I want someone who is on campus and experiences 

the food and the quality of services CAS provides so they have that prospective. 

 

Katelyn Conway ï Director of Inter -Residence Affairs 

Katelyn Conway: Hello everyone, for those of you who do not know me, my name is Katelyn 

Conway and I am running for the position of Student Association Director of Inter-Residence 
Affairs.  Just to give you a little background about myself, I am a junior, Sociology major and I 

have been involved with IRC since my freshman year. 

Over the last 3 years, I have had many opportunities to develop my leadership skills through the 

Inter-Residence Council.  I was an IRC Rep for 2 years, first from Jones Hall my freshman year, 
and then from Saratoga my sophomore year.  In those 2 years, I was an active member of Hall 

Council and learned a lot about programming and leadership.  This year, I took on the position of 

Secretary on the executive board.  As Secretary, I have had the opportunity to chair 2 committees, 
the Public Relations Committee and the Hall Council Improvement Committee.  I have gotten to 

take the skills that I developed in my 2 years as an IRC Rep and Hall Council member and use 

them to work with other Hall Councils to work toward improving them as a whole. 
I also have experience with NEACURH, which is the North East Affiliate of College and 

University Residence Halls.  I was chosen as a delegate for the Regionals conference last 
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November at Ithaca College.  As part of the delegation, I had the opportunity to attend 

programming sessions put on by other schools, complete a case study with my fellow delegates, 
present a Program of the Year bid to the NCCs, and much, much more.  It was an amazing 

experience and I got the opportunity to network with hundreds of delegates from other schools in 

the region.  I was also involved with the Mini No-Frills conference at Geneseo this past weekend.  

I, once again, had the opportunity to meet people from all over the region and discuss how things 
work at other schools.  It is a huge advantage to be able to look at what has worked and what has 

not worked in the past for other schools, and NEACURH has allowed me to develop ties with 

people throughout the entire region.  I believe that, through networking with all of these schools, 
Geneseoôs already amazing Inter-Residence Council can be made even better. 

If I am elected as Director of Inter-Residence Affairs, I plan to continue working with the Hall 

Councils across campus to put on quality programs for all on-campus students.  I also plan to 
work with the Hall Councils to improve the councils themselves.  As a co-chair of the HCIC this 

year, it is an issue that is very important to me.  Hall Councils are one of the best places for 

students to develop their leadership skills, and I want to make sure that they run as efficiently and 

effectively as they can.  I would also like to continue to strengthen the bond between IRC and its 
sister organization, NRHH.  I also plan to represent Geneseo at all NEACURH/NACURH 

conferences and to continue networking and improving the organization as a whole. 

As a member of SA, I want to be a resource to all students at Geneseo.  I have a lot of experience 
with Hall Councils, programming, Residence Life and other aspects of this campus, and I want to 

share that knowledge to help other students develop as leaders. 

Both SA and IRC have developed solid foundations on this campus, and I want to continue to 
improve them both.  I have loved being a part of IRC for the past 3 years and I hope that you will 

give me the opportunity to continue on next year as the Director of Inter-Residence Affairs. 

Vinita : How do you think you will make the transition from being a member of the executive 

board to chairing IRC? 
Katelyn: It will be a big change, but I have spoken with Vinita and I have thought about it a lot, 

so I think I will be able to do it and use the Executive Board as resources and be here for them 

and for the reps and all on-campus students. 
Alicia : The position you are running for is Vinitaôs this year? 

Katelyn: yes 

Melissa: Do you have any specific things you would like to improve? 

Katelyn: I would like to work more closely with the Hall Councils. I want to work more with 
Hall Council Improvement Committee to give on-campus students a place to voice concerns and 

to use the Executive Board to work out issues.  I also want to work with other organizations on 

campus, such as NRHH, and reaching out to others on campus for networking and 
communication. 

Mary : Do you know where you are living next year? 

Katelyn: Yes, I will be living in Saratoga, so I will be on campus. 
Eleanor: Are you on campus now? 

Katelyn: Yes. 

Matt : As you know, networking is important.  I was our conference theme.  What would you do 

at conferences to continue to improve it? 
Katelyn: I love conferences.  They are an amazing opportunity to talk to other schools. It is a 

great asset to see what works and what does not and bring it back to Geneseo to improve what we 

are doing and maybe do things we have not considered.  I think the best thing anyone can do it 
talk to other delegations and bring those ideas back to Geneseo. 

Tim : If you were a day of the week, would you be Monday, Thursday, or Sunday? 

Katelyn: Monday, because that is when IRC meetings are. 
Jess: As part of this position, you are required to attend all NEACURH conferences.  How would 

you express your love for Marty the Moose? 




