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Inter-Residence Council General Assembly Minutes 

For  

Monday December 3, 2007 

Funded by Mandatory Student Activity Fees and the Student Association 

 

 

Chair: Vinita Mishra 

SAIRC 

Monday, Wednesday & 

Friday: 12:30-1:30 

Tuesday & Thursday: 

10:00-12:30 

 

 

Office Phone: 

5854 

 

Programming: Danielle 

Forrest 

DHF1 

 

 

Tuesday: 1:00-2:00 

 

Vice Chair: Jonathan 

Shepard 

JRS22 

 

Friday: 12:30-1:30 

 

NCC: Matthew 

Thackston 

MJT8 

 

Monday: 1:30-2:30 

Tuesday: 1:00-2:00 

Wednesday: 1:30-2:30 

 

Secretary: Katelyn 

Conway 

KLC10 

 

Monday: 1:00-2:00 

Tuesday & Thursday: 

11:30- 12:30 

 

 

 

IRC Office located in 

Monroe 29 

 

NCC: Bethan Maher 

BEM4 

 

Tuesday: 1:00-2:00 

Wednesday: 1:30-2:30 

Thursday: 10:00-11:00 

 

Treasurer: Sam 

Forlenza 

STF3 

 

Tuesday & Thursday: 

11:15-12:15 

Wednesday: 1:30-2:30 

 

Advisor: Allison Moesel 

moesel@geneseo.edu 

Ex Officio: Thomas Johns  

NRHH President 

TEJ1 

CRC: Daniel 

DeHollander 

DHD1 

 

Monday: 9:15-10:15 

Thursday: 11:30-12:30 

 Ex-Officio: Samantha Speed 

RBD 

SJS18 

Minutes # 12 

 
Call to Order: 7:01 

  

Attendance: 29 of 29 
Also Present: Brendan Quinn, Ben Delozier, Nikki Lynn, Dr. Bonfiglio, Kevin Hahn, Ralph 

Carrasquillo 
   

Approval of the Agenda: 29 of 29  
Jessica Resnick: We have an amendment for Nassauôs reading.  As we were looking through it, 

we realized that we did not have enough food, so on the price breakdown, we doubled everything.  
The new total is $65.50.  We are still asking for 50%, which is $32.75 

Christina Miller : I would like to amend Livingstonôs reading.  The overall price is the same, but 

it is mentioned that upstate escapes donated the transportation.  The total cost of the 

transportation is $338.00. 
Kyle Rodrigues: For the Jones Hall reading, we changed a lot of our prices, so I will hand out a 

new price breakdown. $79.88 is our new total.  We are still requesting the same percentage, so 

the new amount that we are requesting is $47.83. 
 

Approval of the Minutes: 29 of 29 

 
Reports:    
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Vinita Mishra : I met with the CAS Facilities Committee.  We received updates on plans to 

expand Books and Bytes, as well as talked about the plan to renovate Letchworth.  I met with 
each member of the executive board throughout the week.  I attended Coffee Talk.  I went to 

NRHH's showing of RENT and AC's Ethos Percussion and Lark Quartet.  I went to the Erie RD 

Candidate interview. 

Jonathan Shepard: None. 
Katelyn Conway: I emailed the Public Relations Committee to set up a meeting time.  I met with 

Vinita on Wednesday.  I attended CRT on Thursday to talk about the PR Committeeôs Newsletter 

and the Hall Council Improvement Committeeôs Hall Council Retreat.  I also attended Coffee 
Talk on Thursday.  I attended the Environmental Sustainability Task Force meeting on Friday.  I 

also met with Dan on Friday to discuss the HCICôs Hall Council Retreat. 

Sam Forlenza: I attended the Conference Staff meeting.  I went to Coffee Talk for a bit and it 
went very well. 

Matthew Thackston: I worked on the event report.  I attended Coffee Talk which was amazing.  

I met with Vinita to talk about some positional things. 

Bethan Maher: I went to the usual meetings, started our Event Report and the Resource File 
Index, and met with Vinita.  I did see Enchanted again on Friday, it was amazing. 

Danielle Forrest: Thanks to everyone who helped out with Coffee Talk!!  There were over 250 

people there throughout the night.  I worked on getting ready for Spring Coffee Talk, the Spring 
Rep Retreat, and with Programming Committee's help, began to solidify things for our campus 

wide program. 

Daniel DeHollander: I attended a GOLD workshop on Tuesday that I invited all of your Hall 
Council Presidents to.  None of the Presidents showed up for any of the GOLD workshops I went 

to this semester, so I am going to look into something different for next semester.  I also attended 

a Minis meeting on Tuesday.  I went to the curriculum task force review on Wednesday.  I hosted 

the last CRT meeting of the semester.  We decided on a leadership activity for the HC Presidents 
and also the campus wide program we would like to host in the spring.  CRT is going to be 

hosting our own version of ñLegends of the Hidden Temple!ò  I attended Coffee Talk and it was 

amazing!  I met with Katelyn to talk about TORCH Day and the Hall Council Improvement 
Committee.  I also went to NRHH on Thursday!   

Allison Moesel: This past week I had several meetings around Niagara and attended Coffee Talk.  

Congrats to Danielle and the rest of the programming committee on a great program!  I attended 

the Womenôs Leadership Institute Roundtable on Saturday. 
Thomas Johns: There was an NRHH Meeting this past week.  No Day But Today ended this 

past week and I want to thank everyone for their help.  The program would not have been 

successful without your help.  This past weekend my e-board and I also went on a retreat to the 
Buffalo area and I am very excited about the things to come and everything that we talked about. 

Sam Speed: We had a conference staff meeting on Tuesday which went well.  Also, I turned in 

my RBD report for November, met with Vinita on Monday night, attended Coffee Talk, and 
wrote 5 No Day But Today letters. 

 

Open Reports:  
Melissa Kaye: Allegany is doing Adopt A Family.  We have had a lot of gifts brought in already, 
and last night we went door to door and received over $100 in donations. 

Alicia Jeffers: One of Suffolkôs RAs is also doing Adopt A Family.  Our Hall Council donated 

money and gifts. 
Christina : Livingston did a Hall Dialogue.  Basically, you bring people together to have a 

dialogue about a certain topic without it turning into a debate.  We had 30+ people there and it 

went over by an hour and 40 minutes.  Ben, our RD, had to tell people that we were shutting 
down at 10:40 pm.  Our topic was ñAre You Geneseo?ò which was basically about what it means 

to be a part of the Geneseo community.  If you are interested in doing this in your Halls, I would 



 

Geneseo IRC Prepared by Katelyn Conway 12/03/2007 

3 

be willing to help you plan it or even facilitate it.  My email is CM29, so if you have any 

questions or interest, it is a great program and it was a great way for people in our Hall to mingle 
and get to meet each other. 

 

Announcements:    

Vinita Mishra:  This is the last full week of classes.  Good luck finishing up all of the work that 
you have.  We will be meeting next week because there is class on Monday.  Please keep in mind 

that you can program on the study day, but not during finals because the focus should be on 

academics.  I will begin planning our Executive Board Spring retreat in the coming weeks.  IRC 
Exec will be doing Karaoke during the Holiday Jubilee Extravaganza, so please come sing along. 

Jonathan Shepard: I will be meeting with Vinita Thursday.  I will also be meeting with people 

from the GOLD office and the Dean from the School of Business for Spring Leadership training 
stuff. 

Katelyn Conway: I will be meeting with Dan and Vinita.  I will be meeting with the Public 

Relations Committee on Friday to write our first newsletter.  I will be attending the Holiday 

Jubilee Extravaganza and helping run karaoke. 
Sam Forlenza: Care packages are coming in, so look for them late this week.  I am attending two 

Conference meetings this weekend. 

Matthew Thackston: I will be finishing the Event Report this week.  I will be working on the 
delegation application for Minis.  I will be reading through the reports our delegates sent to us 

about their programs from Regionals. 

Bethan Maher: I will be finishing my Event Report this week, doing more work on the RFI, and 
keeping sane as finals approach (maybe). 

Danielle Forrest: Spring Coffee Talk is Feb. 22 from 9-11pm.  The Rep Retreat is on Feb. 3 

from 2-4pm.  The Programming Committeeôs Campus Wide Program is going to be April 19 

from 2-5 pm. 
Daniel DeHollander: I will be attending the open meeting with the newest RD candidate 

tomorrow at 3pm in the Fireside Lounge.  I will be going to NRHH this Thursday.  The Holiday 

Jubilee Extravaganza is this Saturday from 10pm-2am in the Union Ballroom! 
Allison Moesel: On Wednesday, December 5th, 2007 Geneseo's Colleges Against Cancer will 

host a Marrow Donor Drive from 11:00am-3:00pm on the College Union Main floor. All you will 

need to do is fill out an application and do a cheek swab in order to register for this national 

database. 
Thomas Johns: There is an NRHH meeting this week as well. Your recognition coordinators are 

welcome to come and observe the talking points for OTMs and to see what we discuss makes a 

high quality OTM. 
Sam Speed: I will be writing an article for the Monthly Moose Calling this week with conference 

updates for the region.  Also, I will be having a 1 on 1 meeting with Lindsay, the Regional 

Director, on Tuesday regarding registration (which opens in 2 days!) and working on the budget, 
due December 5th.  The last conference staff meeting is on December 8th and 1:00 and I will also 

be attending the Security Meeting on the 9th. 

 

Open Announcements:  
Tim Bojanowski : The imperial separation-ists have decided that Bethan can join us. 

Ros Lawrence: After reading NRHHôs 100 ways to recognize, Steuben Hall has decided to start 

an RH attack, so do not be surprised if we show up at your Hall Council meeting!  We thought we 
would do it with the idea that if we do it to a Hall, then the next week, they can do it to someone 

else. 

Eleanor Carmeli: I am sure that a lot of you got an email about this, but just to announce that 
there will be a candle lighting for Hanukah every night for 8 nights, so if anyone was concerned 

or interested, it takes place in a different Residence Hall every night.  I have a schedule that I can 
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make available to you.  There will be an end of Hanukah party on December 11 at the Inter-Faith 

Center. 
Tom Johns: I forgot to announce that NRHH will also be at the Holiday Jubilee Extravaganza.  

We will be wrapping school supplies for a local school that cannot afford them.  If you want to 

help or donate supplies, please contact me. 

Melissa: With the Hanukah party, if you light candles in the Residence Halls, will it set off the 
fire alarm? 

Eleanor: You are not allowed to burn anything in the Halls, but the candle lighting is at 6pm 

every night.  If you cannot make that, speak with your RD, because I believe that you can do it 
with permission.  It must be done in a public place and I am not sure if they have to be there. 

Vinita : I am seeing nods from the RDs that says yes, they do need to be present. 

Allison: There is a designated place in every Hall.  A staff member must be present when that is 
happening for safety reasons.  If you have any questions, please speak to your RAs, RDs and ACs 

so that we can find a way to accommodate you. 

Ben Delozier: I just wanted to announce in general an upcoming event on February 8.  Geneseo 

Lateknight, in conjunction with LSA, PRIDE, WAC, the English Club and the English 
Department will be holding Expressions Empowered.  It will be kind of like an open-mic night, 

but rather than focusing on student talent, it will focus more on student expression.  It may look 

very similar, but it is going to have a specific tone to it.  It will be very similar to the poetry slam 
that took place last semester.  It is going to be all student performers and it will take place in the 

Knightspot.  There is currently a planning committee that is working on this, and they would love 

to have other members join.  If that was of interest to you, you can come and talk to me after the 
meeting.  I just wanted to give you a heads up because you will be hearing more about this.  

Please bring it back to your Halls because we will need performers. 

 

Open Discussion: 
Vinita : We are having Open Discussion before we go into business.  Tonight, we have Dr. 

Bonfiglio. 

Dr. Bonfiglio : When I come to these meetings, I like to give a report about what I have been up 
to.  If you have questions, feel free to interrupt or wait until the end, both are fine.  On Thursday 

and Friday, I was in Saratoga Springs.  We have a quarterly meeting of all Vice Presidents of 

Student Affairs and we talk about issues that we are having in all of the SUNY schools.  I wanted 

to go through some of them with you.  We talked about the NY Alert system that is in place on all 
of our campuses to notify people of emergencies.  For example, if there is no school tomorrow, 

you will get an alert if you have signed up. 

Christina : Are you sure about that? Because I spoke to someone at University Police about that 
today, and they said we would not get alerts for classes being canceled. 

Dr. Bonfiglio: Last I heard, I was told that they would be sent out in a situation like that. 

Ros: I heard it was only for extreme weather. 
Dr. Bonfiglio : I guess we will find out if this counts as extreme weather.  We tested it on this 

campus, as did many other.  Other colleges are looking for different things to supplement the NY 

Alert, as are we, such as sirens, speakers that can go on the blue lights, and things like that.  I do 

not have detailed information; it all depends on possible funding from NY State.  We also talked 
about the need for funding for mental health counselors on our campuses.  SUNY is interested in 

using health fees that you would pay.  We discussed SUNYôs plan to send fire inspectors into 

Residence Halls.  We also discussed the Hanukah candle lighting.  The fire marshal does not 
allow open flames in the Residence Halls, so we petitioned to allow it in this case.  We took a poll 

at the meeting, and only 1 other campus allows it under very controlled conditions, and that is 

Binghamton.  This is an experiment that we are doing.  I had people in my office today for about 
an hour that were concerned about what we are doing. 
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Another thing that we talked about was an assessment project to gauge the fraternities and 

sororities on campus.  This will be a chance to measure the quality of our program.  Some 
students at SUNY Albany sued the state because of the student activities fees policies that we 

have, and they won.  There was a referendum that said that we could gauge what is acceptable to 

fund.  The non binding referendum was removed. 

How many of you are familiar with turnitin.com?  It is a data depository.  Your professors can 
enter your papers into the website and they will be able to scan it to see if they have been written 

by someone else.  There was a question about whether the papers are confidential, and it has been 

decided that they are not, which means that your professors can do this with your papers at any 
time. 

We talked about how UP conducts searches on our campus.  We talked about sportsmanship at 

athletic events.  We talked about violence between roommates to solve disputes.  We talked about 
the proposed SUNY budget.  We talked about plans for the Chancellorôs Awards that are given 

across all of the SUNYs.  We talked about illegal downloading and how the television, motion 

picture and music industries are interested in collecting damages from college students who 

download material illegally.  We talked about a requirement that was passed by the highes student 
assembly in the SUNY system that will require all student assembly members to have at least a 

2.25 cumulative GPA.  We talked about MRSA and the likelihood that we will have a major 

outbreak of this disease.  We talked about credit card debt.  Some legislators are very concerned 
that college students are bombarded with opportunities to get credit cards and rack up debt.  They 

would like to see solicitations be restricted on our campuses.  We talked about SUNYôs 

expectation that by 2010, a larger percentage of our energy sources will be from renewable 
sources.  Those are just some of the things that we talked about. 

On Friday, we have a College Council meeting that evaluates the President of the college.  I have 

to give a report at that meeting, so I have been working on that.  I have read all of the shuttle bus 

evaluations.  It seems like people want more opportunities to go to Rochester, and they want it to 
run all summer.  We will look into the Rochester thing, of course, but the summer aspect of it will 

cost a lot more money.  I met with the Erie Hall RD candidate.  I was interviewed by the Lamron 

about the proposed SUNY budget.   
Rahul Singh: Is the SUNY budget across all of the campuses or just Geneseo? 

Dr. Bonfiglio: There has been a budget that includes a 5% tuition increase, a cap on fees, and 

billions of dollars for capital improvements on campuses.  It also includes millions of dollars for 

faculty hires.  So when I speak of that, it encompasses everything. 
Bethan: I was wondering if there was any talk of increasing handicap accessibility at Geneseo or 

across SUNYs in general. 

Dr. Bonfiglio: We are looking at mobility on campus for people who are temporarily or 
permanently disabled or challenged.  We are looking for ways to move students around for 

temporary disabilities such as broken legs.  We are also trying to see what kind of equipment we 

would need to purchase. 
Bethan: Is there any push for receiving services for people who are long-term disabled? 

Dr. Bonfiglio: You would need to speak with Tabitha Buggie-Hunt about that. 

Christina : You mentioned money in the budget for new faculty hires.  How does that transfer to 

our campus? 
Dr. Bonfiglio: I have heard 2 main priorities.  The first is entrepreneurial hires.  Those people 

would probably be hired elsewhere, not necessarily here.  The second was to lower the number of 

part time and adjunct faculty.  We have the lowest number of those, so that would not affect us 
that much either. 

Christina : Is the plan to replace the adjunct and part-time professors? 

Dr. Bonfiglio: Yes.  We have a lobbyist in Albany to help advocate for Geneseo.  Now, it is up to 
our President to work with that person to make sure that something comes through for Geneseo. 




